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A stain on our Criminal Justice System – The Indeterminate Sentence of Imprisonment for Public Protection (IPP)
The Prison Governors Association was founded in October 1987 to represent the higher operational managers in the Prison Service in England and Wales.  The PGA was placed on the register of Trade Unions on 6 November 1987 (No. 639T).  On 28 July 1988 the Certification Officer under the Trade Union and Labour Relations Act 1974 issued the Prison Governors Association with a Certificate of Independence.  The status of the Prison Governors Association is that of an independent registered Trade Union.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
The PGA welcomes this excellent and thorough report which clearly highlights the intrinsic unfairness of the indeterminate sentence of imprisonment for public protection (IPP).

The Association first engaged with this debate over IPPs at the 2007 PGA Annual Conference when the following resolution was passed unanimously: - 

“This Association believes that the projected increase in the IPP population to over 12,000 by 2012 has great potential to destabilise the system, given the clear absence of a budget for the necessary interventions.  We urge the Justice Secretary to enable emergency legislation to remove or modify section 229 of the 2003 Act’s presumption of dangerousness and to consider a reduction in the number of offences qualifying for this sentence.”

Prison Governors and their staff can only run well-ordered regimes within prisons with the cooperation of prisoners.  This cooperation is founded upon basic principles of decency, trust and fairness.

IPP totally undermines this fundamental principle of fairness for a significant proportion of the 6,000-plus prisoners who are currently serving this sentence.

Our prisons are now holding an ever-growing number of prisoners who see themselves as being treated unfairly; who see themselves as being denied the courses and interventions which can address their perceived dangerousness and who see themselves as trapped in a system which is neither resourced nor organised to manage their sentence.

The current system is not sustainable and can only lead to greater levels of frustration from these prisoners and their families who are caught up in what must be the most unfair sentence conceived of in recent times.

Eoin McLennan-Murray, the President of the Prison Governors Association, said: - 

“Day in and day out, Prison Governors and their staff are placed in the invidious position of having to try and defend the indefensible.  There are clearly some prisoners who should be subject to an IPP, but nothing like on the current scale.  It is absolutely inhumane and unfair and I am relieved the Government are now reviewing sentencing policy and hopefully this particular sentence will attract their close attention.” 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
For more information contact Eoin McLennan-Murray (Tel: 020 7217 1010; Mob: 07968 553736, Paddy Scriven on (Tel: 0207 217 8591; Mob: 07968 909580) or Shaun Williamson (Tel: 01759 475012; Mob: 07776 475435)
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